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To the International Bureau:

REPLY COMMENTS OF MCI WORLDCOM, INC.

MCI WorldCom, Inc. (MCI WorldCom) hereby submits its Reply Comments in

response to the Federal Communications Commission's (the Commission) January 21,

2000 Public Notice l addressing XM Radio Inc.' s (XM) and Sirius Satellite Radio Inc.' s

(SSR) supplemental filings. MCI WorldCom strongly supports the comments filed by

BellSouth Corporation and the Wireless Communications Association International, Inc.

(WCA). In order to protect licensees in the Multichannel Multipoint Distribution Service

(MMDS), Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) and Wireless Communications

Service (WCS) from any adverse affects, more stringent restrictions must be placed on

the terrestrial Digital Audio Radio Service (DARS ) operations that are being proposed

by XM and SSR?

XM and SSR's supplemental filings propose minimal restrictions regarding their

deployment of high-power terrestrial transmission facilities throughout the United States.

So minimal, in fact, that the proposals fail to provide sufficient protection for

1 See Satellite Policy Branch Information, Public Notice (reI. Jan. 21, 2000).
2 MCI WorldCom is an MMDS and WCS licensee, with MMDS licenses covering a substantial portion of
the United States and WCS licenses in many markets including Dallas, TX, Jackson, MS and Memphis,
TN, which would be adversely affected by the operations that are being proposed by XM and SSR.
Accordingly, MCI WoridCom has a compelling interest in ensuring that more stringent restrictions are
placed on the operation of terrestrial DARS repeaters than those proposed by XM and SSR.
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MMDS/ITFS and WCS licensees from hannful electrical interference from terrestrial

DARS.

As SSR concedes in its supplemental filing that terrestrial DARS operations

"would be likely to cause overload of the MDS downconverters" at receivers located

within 2048 meters of a terrestrial repeater.3 The Commission addressed this type of

interference before in adopting the Part 27 rules, which govern WCS, and detennined that

unrestricted WCS terrestrial operations could interfere with MMDS/ITFS operations.4

Accordingly, the Commission adopted a series of power limits, notice requirements and

equipment replacement rules, to reduce WCS terrestrial operations threat of interference

with MMDS/ITFS operations. The Commission should impose similar restrictions on

terrestrial DARS transmitter operations in the 2320-2345 MHz band.

Specifically, in order to protect the operations of MMDS/ITFS operations, the

Commission should: (l) restrict terrestrial DARS repeaters to 400 watts/MHz peak

equivalent isotropically radiated power (EIRP) (which is the same 2000 watts peak EIRP

limit that the Commission imposed on WCS fixed operations, adjusted to reflect the

bandwidth differences); (2) require DARS licensees to notify nearby MMDS/ITFS

licensees before commencing terrestrial operations; and (3) require DARS licensees to

replace MMDS/ITFS downconverters consistent with the same obligations of WCS

licensees. Finally, in order to protect WCS licensees from potential hannful interference

from terrestrial DARS facilities out-of-band emissions, the Commission should adopt

BellSouth's proposal to require terrestrial DARS out-of-band emissions to be attenuated

at an additional 14db beyond the attenuation proposed by XM and SSR.

3 See SSR Supplement at Exhibit 2, p. 9-10.
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In conclusion, MCI WorldCom strongly supports the comments submitted by

BellSouth and WCA, and urges the Commission to protect MMDS/ITFS and WCS

licensees from harmful electrical interference by adopting more stringent restrictions on

terrestrial OARS operations than those proposed by XM and SSR.

Respectfully submitted,

MCI WORLDCOM, INC.

March 8, 2000

By: fll?/!j~/JL (/' 'liD rVICK)/'L
Rotkrt"S. Koppe!
Jennifer A. Manner
M. Lillie Harrison
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
1133 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 736-6006

4 See Amendment ofthe Commission's Rules to Establish Part 27, the Wireless Communications Service
("WCS"), 12 FCC Red. 3977 (1977).
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